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Reading Branch of the British Sub-Aqua Club 
The Clubhouse 
Palmer Park 
Reading, Berkshire 

RG6 1LF 

“What Lies Beneath” (WLB) 
 
Reading BSAC ‘WLB’ Summary 
 
BSAC Southern Region, through Alison Mayor as the Expedition Leader, arranged an underwater 
survey project to survey a number of nautical anomalies in the Eastern Solent.   The primary 
project aim was to to provide training and experience for Branches to undertake underwater 
survey of sites along the South Coast and to inspire members to undertake adventurous and 
meaningful projects in the future. 
 
Project objectives were to; 

a) Provide a structure and support for participating Branches to be able to explore, 
investigate and record a number of underwater sites along the South Coast; 

b) Promote inter-branch co-operation; 
c) Encourage members within Branches to dive with a purpose and work as a team; 
d) To engender a spirit of exploration and adventure by diving unknown sites; 
e) Develop survey techniques and project management skills at Branch level; 
f) Improve dive management and planning skills; 
g) Provide a public record of what was found at each site and the marine life present; and 
h) Promote the responsible/respectful diving and recreational diving opportunities along the 

South Coast and beyond. 
 
Reading BSAC undertook to survey three of these anomalous sites: 
 
UKHO Ref Latitude Longitude Comments 

6 – 19114 50°43'.517 N 001°04'.720 W A shallow site (maximum dived depth 9.7 metres).  Main 
point of interest about 50 metres of partially embedded 
large chain (no anchor).  Chain link size:  about 45-47 
cm circumference and 17 centimetres thick.  Further 
dives not considered a priority.  
 

13 – 20030 50°39'.302 N 000°59'.121 W Dived just once, with some divers in a substantial 
current.   Small steel girder identified.  Seems like this is 
a site with various bits of small metal detritus spread 
across at least a hectare.  No discernible wreck found.  
This does match with the variable history noted by 
UKHO, including considerable dredging.  This site is 
also rather uncomfortably close to one of the cross 
channel ferry routes. Further dives not considered a 
priority, nor an attraction. 
 

19 - 20249 50°40'.925 N 000°58'.643 W A ‘ Wreck’. 
Seems to be a mainly steel wreck about 25m by 7m, but 
with other metals.  Several cross bulk-heads.  Not 
established as yet whether this might be a boat or some 
kind of aircraft.  Reading BSAC intend to continue with 
surveys of this ‘wreck’. 
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Reading BSAC ‘WLB’ Introduction  
 
Reading BSAC, Branch No 28, is a traditional diving club established in 1954. 
 
We are fortunate to have our own clubhouse, at Palmer Park in Reading, developed by Members 
over the last eight years.  This is where we house our two RIBs.  We have relationships with other 
diving clubs in the Berkshire area, and a number of them share our clubhouse, through the 
‘Thames Valley Sub-Aqua Club’ that we constituted for that purpose. 
 
However, ‘What Lies Beneath’ has been undertaken by Reading BSAC divers only, to respect the 
funding aspirations. 
 
Nine of us are already Nautical Archaeological Society - NAS Part 1 qualified, and another group 
of branch members are about to undertake the NAS Introductory and Part 1 courses. 
 
Reading BSAC undertook to survey three sites, 6, 13 and 19, and these were allocated as: 
 
Site 6 – John Bawden 
Site 13 – Mark Carter 
Site 19 – Alison Bawden 
 
Mark is a very keen diver and senior Member of Reading BSAC, who undertook the most dives by 
any Reading BSAC Member in year 2012-2013. He is a former Equipment Officer and Bar 
Member of Reading BSAC, and is presently aiming to complete his Advanced Diver qualification.  
He will be undertaking NAS Introductory and Part 1 training in the near future.   
 
Alison and John are both NAS qualified, and are BSAC Advanced Divers, originally with CMAS 
qualifications.  Both are Instructors of BSAC and CMAS.  John is a former Chairman of the 
Mauritius Underwater Group (BSAC Branch 228) and of Reading (BSAC Branch 28), and was the 
Diving Officer of Reading BSAC for several years. He is a former member of the first overseas 
BSAC branch, Kingston, Jamaica (Branch 10). Alison is a former Officer of the Mauritius 
Underwater Group, and has been Training Officer of Reading BSAC on several occasions.  Alison 
and John are founder Members of the Mauritius Marine Conservation Society, and over the last 
few years have re-visited and photographed some of the wrecks sunk in the Indian Ocean as 
artificial reefs in the 1980s. Alison and John’s first experience with underwater nautical surveys 
was on HMS Sirius, off Mahebourg, Mauritius, in 1981. 
  
Mark, Alison and John are experienced RIB and hard boat divers, and photographers. 
 
Although the three sites were allocated to the three of us as shown above, we have actually 
undertaken this as a joint exercise, with this composite report. 
 
Other Reading BSAC Members involved in these surveys were Sue Mitchell, Colin Matthews, 
Emma Harris, Gareth Corfield, Sheena Money and Rowan Pulford.  We expect several other 
Members to become involved as we continue our surveys of Site 19; some being less-
experienced divers. 
 

 
Reading RBSAC ‘WLB’ Training  
 
The majority of branch divers involved in ‘WLB’ were already NAS trained.  Others aim to 
complete this on a NAS course over winter 2013-1014. 
 
The planning of the survey days were used as part of the Advanced Diver preparation for two of 
our divers. 
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Reading BSAC ‘WIB’ Diving Expedition and Survey Planning  
 
We planned the diving part of the survey days in accordance with our usual practices, as an 
active RIB-diving and hard boat-diving club.  Planning was used as part of Advanced Diver 
training for Emma Harris and Mark Carter, and their attention to detail was commendable.  Charts 
of the Eastern Solent and Tide Tables were considered in great detail.  Launch-site logistics were 
established, and there were no issues.  Eating and toileting logistics were well-planned and 
worked well.  Our first survey day was very hot and suitable precautions were planned and 
followed. 
 
There was communication with the harbour authority at Portsmouth, and although the information 
received on the routing of some smaller ferries, and the timing of arrival of one large cargo vessel, 
was inaccurate, this did not lead to any problems.  Other information received was accurate and 
useful. 
 
A detailed underwater survey plan was prepared before the first dive, and although most of this 
has yet to be enacted in detail, it was a good exercise to prepare it. Surveys will be continued, in 
more detail going forwards, at Site 19. 
 
 

Reading BSAC ‘WLB’ What Actually Happened 

 
What went well was the normal dive organisation and preparation, RIB launching and retrieval, 
the actual diving and initial surveys.   
 
Our divers were a little unhappy on Site 13 as one small cross-channel ferry followed a route quite 
close to the dive site and between that site and the eastern end of the Isle of Wight.  We had 
checked with the harbour authority at Portsmouth and we not been made aware that any 
substantially-sized ferries would use a route like that.  
 
Additionally a very, very large cargo vessel (to us) came up the normal dredged channel when it 
was not expected. There was never any danger or risk to our boats or divers, by a substantial 
margin, but it was unnecessarily unpleasant to some divers. The Reading BSAC divers involved 
in this survey will not be diving near Site 13 again. 
 
Diving photographs were taken on each day’s diving, and these will become more useful as 
survey of Site 19 in particular is developed in the future.  A small selection photographs is 
attached herewith. 

 
  
Reading BSAC ‘WLB’ Survey Results 
 
Site 6 

 
This is a shallow site (maximum dived depth 9.7 metres).  Main point of interest about 50 metres 
of partially embedded large chain (no anchor).  Chain link size:  about 45-47 cm circumference 
and 17 centimetres thick.  Further dives not considered a priority, although it may be dived again 
as a comparison with Site 19. 
 

Site 13 

 
Dived just once, with some divers in a substantial current.   Small steel girder identified.  Seems 
like this is a site with various bits of small metal detritus spread across at least a hectare.  No 
discernible wreck found.  This does match with the variable history noted by UKHO, including 
considerable dredging.  This site is also rather uncomfortably close to one of the cross channel 
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ferry routes. Further dives not considered a priority, nor an attraction. The Reading BSAC divers 
involved in this survey will probably not be diving near Site 13 again. 

 
Site 19 

 
We are very pleased to report that the anomaly at this site is a ‘ Wreck’.  Seems to be a mainly 
steel wreck, about 25 metres long by 7 metres wide, but with some other metals in the wreckage.  
There are several cross bulk-heads.  It has not been established as yet whether this might be the 
wreckage of a sea-going craft or of some kind of aircraft.  Reading BSAC divers intend to 
continue with surveys of this ‘wreck’. 
 
Attached are initial Site Plan Sketches, SeaSearch Observations and Photographs to date of Site 
19.   

  
Reading BSAC ’WLB’ Historical Research 

 
To date we have not undertaken the necessary historical research for Site 19, but we aim to do 
so.  There have been a number of discussions between the Reading BSAC divers who have been 
involved so far, particularly as regards the nature of the craft at Site 19, given its mixture of 
metals. 

  
Reading BSAC ‘Conclusions’  
 
Although benefits have been limited to a few divers within Reading BSAC to date, it has been a 
good experience for those divers.  Far more divers will benefit going forwards as they contribute 
to research and survey at Site 19.  
 
We are a diving branch that plans dives for one and two years ahead and ideally WLB needed to 
have taken place during the next year, as we would now be planning for 2015.   
 
We have enjoyed the opportunity to dive in the Eastern Solent as from the Thames Valley we 
tend to go west.  We will continue for as long as is needed with Site19, and it may well become a 
regular default winter dive of choice. 
 
December 2013 

----------------------------------------------------------0---------------------------------------------------------- 
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Some Records to Date of Site 19  
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